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A guide for community service
for clubs at PVPHS!
introducing

Service Clubs, Integrity
and Honor Code

SERVICE
com·mu·ni·ty serv·ice
Noun: voluntary work intended to help people in a
particular area.

Community Service or Service Activities can be individual or group service projects
done either in or out of school. Generally, service activities are those that are done
for or on behalf of others (not including immediate family members) for which no
compensation (monetary, awards, recognition or otherwise) has been given.

Club Advisers/Sponsors are the only ones who may sign off on service hours.
All honor societies require adult verification.

PVPHS - Community Service Standards
•

Please use the following guidelines that define how we at PVPHS view service. Use it to guide you on your journey of helping
others! All Honor Societies, Clubs, and campus organizations such as ASB, use this tool as a reference.

•
•

Service is Any VOLUNTEER hours (where NO compensation, class credit, monetary or otherwise, is received)!

•

Once again - NO compensation…no grade, no credit or points towards a club and nothing that is a mandatory part of a class (i.e.
performing at football games is not considered service if it is a mandatory part of the band class). You receive NOTHING for
completing service other than the great pleasure of helping someone out!

•

Variety is good, but not a deal breaker! It is completely fine to have all of your hours in one organization – that shows you’ve
found your passion! Colleges and universities actually prefer that! In fact….dosomething.org says the following: “Consistency is
the new trend. Students who support one cause over time show commitment and perseverance, both of which are stellar traits
for potential co-eds.”

•

Eagle Projects/Gold Awards: if you are a Boy/Girl Scout who is working on your Eagle Project or Gold Award, you may NOT count
that as a service activity as you are receiving something for completing it; however, if you are helping someone with his/hers,
you may count those hours as long as it is not your project.

•

Students who are members of Los Compadres and other similar organizations, please make sure you define all activities. Don’t
just simply list that you did something with that organization. Please explain what the activity was. It is important to note that
PVPHS advisers of clubs know who the person in charge of service for each outside organization is. ONLY the person in charge of
service for the particular year you are referencing on any document may sign off on the hours you volunteered with them.
Please be advised that a representative from PVPHS may call to verify participation.

•

If your parent is in charge of your volunteer group, please find another adult who is familiar with your organization to sign off on
the hours.

•

Under NO circumstances should you count donation of items, or money, as time spent serving others (i.e. if you donate ten cans
of food for food drive, you get ten hours of service – That’s a NO NO!)

All hours included must be from the summer IMMEDIATELY preceding 9th grade through current grade. You may not include
service that was completed while in grades 8 and below.

A key principle of integrity,
something ALL Panthers should
possesses, is the concept of not
“double dipping,” as it is
unethical to count the same
activity or hour twice. (i.e. It is
not okay to get class credit and
community service credit for
the same activity.) Another
main idea is that students
should only count hours where
they are actively engaged in
the activity, not hours where
they are driving to the activity
or waiting for the activity to
start. The following examples
should help to illustrate these
points:

Maintain your INTEGRITY!

SERVICE HOURS! Examples…
DO this!

DO NOT do this!!

I coach my little brother’s soccer
team. Each Saturday I coach two
games that last 1.5 hours each. I
list 3 hours per week on my
application.

Every week I at soccer, I show
up at 9:00 and leave at 3:00 so I
list 6 hours per week on my
application. Can you believe I
get credit for not doing much?

My youth group builds houses in
Mexico over spring break. Since I
actually work 7 hours a day, for
four days, I list 28 hours on my
application.

This is so cool. I went to Mexico
for 5 days and there are 24
hours in a day so I can list 120
service hours on my
application!

I went door to door collecting cans
for the Food Drive. I spent about
an hour so I will list one hour on
my application.

My mom went to the store and
bought me 20 cans. My club
president said that I could earn
one hour per can so I can list…
20 hours!

My volleyball coach said I have to
sell five tickets to the car wash. I
can’t count this as community
service since it is an expectation of
my team.

Ooh, if I sell ten tickets, I can
count ten hours of service… if I
sell 20 tickets, I can count 20
hours…

Some helpful hints:
 If you aren’t sure about whether or
not something is service, don’t be
afraid to ask any of the Honor Society
Advisers, ASB director, Service
Learning Leadership Adviser, or the
ladies in the CCC. We are all here to
help!
 When listing activities, it is always
important to remember everything
you do makes a difference. Whether
that means fundraising or hands-on
volunteering, the important thing is to
show WHY you tackled this issue and
HOW you did it. When in doubt,
explain it out! It’s never bad to clarify
things!
 The following places are ones where
PVPHS students tend to donate lots of
time:
 Cabrillo Marine Aquarium
 Torrance Memorial Medical
Center
 Little Company of Mary
Hospital (Torrance & San Pedro)
 Community groups such as Los
Hermanos
 Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts

SERVICE HOURS! Examples…
DO this!
My club is doing a Hunger
Awareness Day. We will fast for
24 hours. I won’t record this as
community service since I am
already getting credit for being
in the World Hunger Awareness
Club
My Science teacher requires all
students to participate in a
beach clean-up day in order to
complete a project for class. I
know that since I am receiving
class credit that I may not use
this for service.

DO NOT do this!!
24 hours of community
service and an all you can
eat meal when I am
through… If I do this monthly
I should have plenty of hours
to put on my college apps!
I spent five hours on a
Saturday cleaning up the
beach for my science class. I
can count all of those hours
as service ones since no one
but my teacher knows that
they are a required part of
class!

P.S. DO NOT LIST baking cookies more than once!
Only list that as one (1) hour of service
as the rest will not be accepted!
Simply because something was listed as service does not
mean that the committee will accept it as such.

Maintain your INTEGRITY!

Honor Code
As students at one of the top high schools in the nation, Peninsula Panthers
exemplify the highest levels of respect, honor, and pride in the classrooms,
in the athletic arenas, and in all aspects that define a Peninsula Panther.

Honor Code:
A Peninsula High School education is not solely about GPAs and college applications. It includes the responsibility to
perform with honesty and integrity, essential attributes that remain as critical character traits long after graduation.
Adhering to these ideals fosters an environment centered around trust and respect and serves to further distinguish
Peninsula students and this institution.

PVPHS Honor Code!
The Honor Code encourages students to act with
maximum respect for themselves and others. A
Panther demonstrating honorable behavior, among
other things, will:
•Strive to perform to the best of their ability
•Do the right thing in accord with the highest
principles (even when no one is watching)
•Meet all deadlines and come to class prepared
•Present honest and accurate reflections of his or
herself (including what is said or done, or put in
ink or cyberspace)
•Follow proper channels if they have a concern
•Be graceful in defeat whether it be losing an
athletic contest, receiving a disappointing grade,
or not being selected for a coveted position
•Accept responsibility for their actions and their
respective consequences as valuable life lessons
•Please see the Honor Code in your planner
for further explanation of expectations and
violations.

Panther Pride will inspire students to be
honor-bound and to refrain from questionable
behavior of any kind including, but NOT limited
to, the following:
•Bullying or harassment (including cyber
bullying)
•Cheating, forgery or plagiarism
•Tardiness or truancy
•Period absences on days when tests are being
given or projects are due (unless prearranged
with teacher)
•Vacations scheduled on school days
Students should remember that they belong to
a caring school community so that if issues
arise they should seek help, ideally before an
honor code violation occurs.

Maintain your integrity and Panther Pride!
It’s what makes our school special and AWESOME!

